
 

 

 

 

 

 

11 February 2022 

Dear Parents/ Guardians, 

  

We have had a really smooth return to school this week and we are so pleased with the 
response from our students so far.  They have jumped back into learning really well and we 
are confident that this term is going to be a successful one. 

  

I have provided an update around the State’s Back to School Plan sent to us yesterday from 
the Director General’s office for your perusal. 

  

12:46 pm, Thursday 10 February 2022 

 
 
The past few weeks have been busier than the average start to the school year. Following 
the release of the Back to School plan, distribution of rapid antigen tests (RATs) to 
schools has been a significant undertaking for all of us. 
 
Thank you for your monumental efforts to make the start the school year a COVID-safe 
one for your school community. 
 
Rapid antigen tests 
 
All state schools across Queensland have received a supply of RATs. Further deliveries 
are scheduled over the coming days and weeks. 
 
As a reminder, when RATs are provided to symptomatic staff or students, the RATs are to 
be used for self-testing at home and are not to be administered by staff or students on 
school sites. 
 
I encourage you to read our Rapid antigen tests for schools fact sheet. It includes 
essential information on delivery, storage, record keeping and distribution. 
 
Schools should use the RAT register template for recording when they are given to staff, 
parents or carers. 
 
If your stockpile of RATs is running low, please contact your regional office for additional 
supplies. 
 
Face masks 
 
All staff – both primary and high school, as well as high school students, including those 
who are under 12 years of age, volunteers, family members, contractors and other 
visitors must wear a face mask. There are a number of exceptions to wearing face masks 
that may apply. 



 

 

 
Face masks must be provided to students, where requested, each time they are required.  
 
For full details of when to wear a mask at school, see our Face masks page. Please also 
regularly check the Queensland Government website to stay up-to-date with the current 
COVID-19 restrictions for wearing face masks as this advice can change frequently. 
 
Notifying your community about confirmed cases 
 
If a confirmed case of COVID-19 is identified in your school, the school community must 
be notified and reminded to monitor for symptoms, stay home if unwell and get tested if 
they develop COVID-19 symptoms. Template letters and social media content are 
available for schools to use. 
 
Schools should also consider more targeted communication where appropriate. For 
example, to inform the families of an individual class, or a year level, depending on the 
size and context of the school. Principals are encouraged to seek advice from their ARD if 
they are unsure. 
 
Further communication is only required after 5 business days. 
 
If after 5 business days there continues to be confirmed cases in your school, you should 
provide a further update to your community. 
 
The identity of individuals within your school who have a positive test result should not 
be disclosed. 
 
 
Isolating symptomatic students 
 
If you have students who exhibit COVID-19 symptoms while at school, as per previous 
advice, they should be isolated in a safe place and made comfortable until their parent or 
carer collects them. 
 
Depending on the layout of your school, there may not be an indoors location where the 
student can be safely isolated away from others. If this is the case, please consider if 
there is an outside location, such as a courtyard, that could be used for this purpose. 
 
Please ensure the student is safe, sheltered, comfortable and can be supervised. 
 
If staff and students have been in contact with a confirmed case during the course of the 
day, they are not deemed to be close contacts as defined by the Chief Health Officer. 
Therefore, they do not need to be isolated or sent home, unless they are displaying 
COVID-19 symptoms or are unwell. 
 
Check In Qld app  
 
Earlier this week the Premier announced that the Check In Qld app would is no longer 
required at businesses or venues where there is no requirement to be vaccinated to enter, 
such as supermarkets. 
 
Please be aware that as schools do have a vaccination mandate, the Check In Qld app is 
still in use. 
 
Schools can use the Check In Qld app to confirm the vaccination status of visitors, 
including volunteers, contractors or visiting specialists. The app is not required to be 
used for parents or carers unless they working as a volunteer at the school. 



 

 

  

With this in mind, some of the standard feedback information to the community is being 
updated and will be followed starting Monday 14 February.  This will include each week an 
update on any confirmed cases in the community.  We will be receiving advice from our 
regional office around the extent of this information and how specific it will be in relation to 
the community transmission.  I thank all of the parents who have provided us with feedback 
around this as we continue to shift and navigate our way through this period of time.  I would 
like you to note that I am attempting to provide as much information to the community as 
possible, whilst still following the strict guidelines that have been set down by the 
Department. 

  

Finally, thank you to the parents who have been wearing masks, dropping children off and 
leaving expediently and for practising social distancing – every one contributes to the safety 
of our students. 

  

 

James Forrest | Principal 
Kimberley Park State School  
Floret Street | SHAILER PARK Q 4128  
 
 


