
 

 

 

 

 

 

2 February 2022 

Dear parents, caregivers 

Firstly, I would like to say how excited and ready we are to welcome your children back to 
school next week.  Over the past 2 weeks, we have been working tirelessly on curriculum 
planning, professional development and developing our systems so that we can hit the 
ground running next Monday.  I am sure your children are ready for learning and are also 
excited about seeing their teachers and classmates. 

Last weekend, the Premier announced Queensland’s 2022 Back to school plan. 
 
The plan outlines the current and additional COVID-19 safe measures to ensure our school 
communities remain COVID-19 safe. I have attached a 2 page summary sheet outlining all of the 
key facets of the plan for your information. 
 
Key features of the plan that will be implemented from 7 February until 4 March 2022 include:  

1. Priority access to Rapid Antigen Tests (RATs) at Queensland Health testing clinics for 
students and staff who have COVID-19 symptoms 

2. RATs available in schools for students and staff who develop symptoms while on site. 

- IMPLICATION FOR OUR SCHOOL:  Our school has been notified that we will be 
provided with RAT tests this week and the supply of these will be ongoing based on 
public health advice. Staff members or students who show symptoms whilst at school 
will be isolated as soon as practicable. See further information below under:  Priority 
rapid testing for staff and students 

3. Mandatory mask wearing for staff in all schools, and all high school students  

- IMPLICATIONS FOR OUR SCHOOL: All Staff are currently wearing masks and over 
the last week, we have minimised the number of staff on site, who are working from 
home and utilising TEAMs meetings for professional learning/ collaboration.   The 
school has been provided with a large quantity of masks for all staff to wear. 

4. Masks supplied and strongly encouraged for students in Years 3 to 6 

- IMPLICATIONS FOR OUR SCHOOL:  If your child is in Year 3 – 6, on the first day of 
school next week, children will be informed that the wearing of masks is a measure to 
slow the spread of the COVID infection, in line with hand washing/ sanitising 
practices that they are already accustomed to.    However, at no time will any child be 
requested to wear a mask if they or their family have chosen for them not to.  Please 
have this conversation with your child and your family and make sure your child is 
clear on this decision prior to entering the school on the first day. Also, talk with your 
child around personal choice so that they understand and appreciate the choices that 
other children and families are making. We wish to avoid any potential conflict or 
victimisation that has potential to flair up during this transition period. 

5. Suspension of school camps, excursions, assemblies and large gatherings 



 

 

- IMPLICATIONS FOR OUR SCHOOL:  All assemblies have been suspended up until 
Week 6 or until changes in health advice.  There are no planned camps or excursions 
in the period leading up to the 4th March. 

6. Limiting visitors on school sites, with exceptions for parents and carers of students 
experiencing vulnerability, and all students attending Early Childhood Development 
Programs, Kindergarten, Prep or Year 1 

7. COVID-19 safe practices which may include staggered drop off and pick up times, and a 
range of drop off points to limit gatherings 

- IMPLICATIONS FOR OUR SCHOOL:  We will be sending out a follow up letter with 
the specific details around access to school for our early years students (Prep and 
year 1), along with our planned drop off and pick up processes.   We will also define 
the term Vulnerable students so that is clear to all of the community.  We are limiting 
access to our school for all other adults, including contractors, professional learning 
providers etc… unless deemed necessary and/or urgent.  This decision will be made 
by the school principal. 

8. Limiting face-to-face staff meetings, professional development, and face-to-face parent-
teacher interviews 

- IMPLICATIONS FOR OUR SCHOOL:  Over the next 4 weeks, staff will be sending 
out newsletters and general information presentations to parents to keep them 
informed of what is happening in the classroom over Term 1.  We are looking at 
options for Staff/ Parent meetings via Teams or similar online meeting spaces and 
this will be communicated in the coming week.  Our intention is to have an online 
presentation and welcome in Week 4 of this term.  All staff professional development 
and meetings will be in small groups with social distancing or via a Teams meeting 
online space.  No full staff meetings will be called in the period leading up to the 4th 
March. 

Curriculum activities and school sport will continue as normal during this time. 
 
These are in addition to the range of measures we already have in place. 
 
To keep our school communities COVID-19 safe, students and staff must not attend school if 
they are sick or showing symptoms of COVID-19. 
 
Priority rapid testing for staff and students 
 
If you are sick/symptomatic  

• To keep our school communities COVID-19 safe, students and staff must not attend 
school if they are sick or showing symptoms of COVID-19. 

• Staff and students should attend their local Queensland Health testing clinics where they 
will be prioritised to receive a free rapid antigen test (RAT). 

• If the test result is negative and the staff member or student is well, they can return to 
school. If the test is positive, the staff member or student will need to follow Queensland 
Health quarantine and isolation requirements.  

If you become symptomatic at school  

• If a student becomes symptomatic at school, they will be immediately isolated in a safe 
place, and their parents/carer will be contacted to collect their child. 

• When the student is collected the parent/carer will receive a RAT to administer at home. 
• If a staff member becomes symptomatic at school, they will immediately leave the school 

and be provided with a RAT to administer at home. 



 

 

• If the test result is negative and the student or staff member is well, they can return to 
school. If the test is positive, they will need to follow Queensland Health quarantine and 
isolation requirements.  

This plan ensures that staff and students have priority access to RATs at Queensland Health 
testing clinics. 
 
RATs are also being provided to staff entering remote discrete Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander communities and staff and students in our boarding schools. 
 
Health and wellbeing 
 
Ensuring as many Queenslanders as possible are vaccinated is the most effective way for us all 
to stay safe as we continue to enjoy relaxed restrictions and achieve Queensland’s COVID 
vaccine plan to unite families. 
 
It is important to make sure you access information from credible sources, and maintain a 
practical and calm approach. Resources are available on our Your health and wellbeing during 
COVID-19 page. 
 
What to do if you test positive  

• Follow advice from Queensland Health, including the first steps to take if you have 
COVID-19. 

• Work with your principal or supervisor to determine options for leave if unwell. 
• Provide regular updates to your principal/supervisor. 

Look after yourself and if your symptoms get worse take action. 
 
I will continue to provide any further updates as appropriate.  

Yours sincerely 

 

James Forrest | Principal 
Kimberley Park State School  
Floret Street | SHAILER PARK Q 4128  
 
T:   07 3451 5333  
E:   jforr12@eq.edu.au 
W:  www.kimberleyparkss.eq.edu.au/  

“If your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, do more or become more, 
you are a leader” 
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